
 
 
 

Hawaii Department of Agriculture - Pesticides Branch 
4th Quarter Report; EPA Region IX 

July – September 2015 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 
Attended Out of State Travel by Staff:  
 

 July 7 – 10, 2015; PREP: Registration & Re-Evaluation Course, Arlington, VA (Monica Tauyan) 

 August 3 – 6, 2015; 2015 National Pesticide Applicator Certification and Training PACT) Workshop, 
Philadelphia, PA (Lance Kobashigawa) 

 August 23 – 26, 2015; 59th Annual Conference of the Associations of Structural Pest Control 
Regulatory Officials (ASPCRO), Ft Lauderdale, FL (Steve Russo) 

 September 28 – Oct 2, 2015; ALSTAR Training/Meeting and NPIRS Conference, Las Vegas NV, 
Christina Zimmerman and Ralden Chang 

 
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS: 
Personnel: 
EHS VI Dean Yoshizu, Program Compliance Officer retired at the end of September having completed 36 
years of service in the Pesticides Branch.  He held various positions in enforcement, registration/licensing 
and case preparation.    EHS IV Christina Bauske is on TA in this position.  
 
Three (3) new inspector positions were granted by the Legislature during the 2014 session and the 
processing to hire is ongoing. These positions will be on Kauai, Oahu, and Hawaii Island. 
 
Town Hall Meetings: 
2 of 4 town hall meetings were held at the request of Sen. Gil Riviere who represents the North Shore/ 

Windward District.  The Senator asked that HDOA Pesticides staff and Dept. of Health staff answer 

questions from the audience on pesticide concerns and cesspool and storm water runoff. There was a large 

crowd at the Waialua Elementary School with concerns of pesticides misuse in the community as well as 

health related concerns with stream water quality.   

 Sept. 23rd - Ahuimanu Elem 

 Sept 29th  and Nov 10th - Waialua Elem. 2x 

 Oct 1st  -  Hauula Elem 

Pesticides Semi-Annual Training 
Pesticides Branch and Pacific Island staff will meet in November 16th – 19th for its semi- annual training. 
Medical monitoring and Ag Use and WPS Tier I inspections will be conducted in the field with enforcement 
attendees.  Updates from staff will be provided on Managed Pollinator Protection Plan, School IPM, new 
LC/MS equipment installation, Datahouse’s progress with new software, and WPS update.  Outside 
speakers will share information on Programmatic EIS for Rodent and Mongoose Control and DOH will talk 
about Raw Ag Commodity (RAC) sampling protocols.  EPA Region IX Mary Grisier will provide updates and 
Scott McWhorter will also attend. Pacific Islanders will also share highlights on what is happening in their 
territories. Other topics will be discussed as well. 
 
Consulting Services. 
Ongoing meetings continue between Datahouse Consulting, Inc., EHS’ Christina Zimmerman and Steve 
Russo. Testing of the new IPIS database system utilizing enforcement inspection forms has begun as well as  
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testing forms concerning education/certification.  Staff will provide feedback to Datahouse on ease of filling 
in forms or areas of concern. 
 
Kauai Joint Fact Finding Task Force (JFFTF) 
The Kauai JFFTF was commissioned by the County of Kauai and partially funded by the Hawaii Dept. of 
Agriculture to gather and sort information and facts regarding pesticide use and its impacts.   
Request for information on program data has been ongoing during this period.  The JFF has asked for: 
 

 Duties and responsibilities of staff members in the pesticides branch 

 Number of complaints filed involving biotech companies on Kauai by zip code.  

 Kauai specific number of WPS inspections conducted and EPA Form 5700 - 33H break down for 
Kauai numbers only.  

 

Evaluation of Kauai Good Neighbor Program 

The voluntary posting of RUP pesticide use by biotech companies and a coffee company was initiated in 
December 2014 with posting of information on HDOA website to begin in January 2015.  The program is to 
be evaluated after one years’ time.   
 
Evaluators Matt Strassberg and Kem Schmidt called and set a meeting with Tom Matsuda and Christina 
Bauske for Oct. 16th to discuss parts of their evaluation and what HDOA has received in feedback from the 
community. Also to see what reported information might be helpful to HDOA to evaluate pesticide use on 
Kauai.  
 
Development of Managed Pollinator Protection Plan (MP3) 
Prior to attending the May 2015 - Pollinator Conference in Portland, Oregon, preliminary discussions took 
place between the State Apiarist (Danielle Downey) and the Pesticides Program staff on the development of 
such a plan for Hawaii.  An assessment via Monkey Survey will be conducted next quarter with identified 
stakeholders.  Results will help formulate Hawaii’s MP3 plan. 
 
Registration/Licensing: 
 
Licensing: 
A total of 164 licenses were processed for this quarter (July-September 2015), with fees collected totaling 
$54,120.  All licenses processed were for new products, with 157 for general use and 7 for restricted use.  
 
Special Local Need registrations: 
None issued this quarter.   24 SLNs are active this quarter. 
SLN HI-100004 will expire on 10/26/2015 and is currently in the process of being renewed.  First internal 
review and peer review has been completed. 
 
Emergency Exemption: 
None issued or active this quarter 
 
State Experimental Use Permits: 
None issued this quarter.   
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There are 2 EUP applications pending:  (1) Tranquil (potassium hydroxide) for coqui control submitted by 
Noah Brustin; and (2) Susceptibility trials with Sharpen & Valor submitted by BASF.  Still in discussions with 
both entities. 
 
Groundwater Reviews/New Actives status: 
Bicyclopyrone – New active. Pending full groundwater data package from Syngenta.  May have to go 
through full groundwater review. 
Flutriafol – New active. Waiting for data from registrant to complete preliminary GW review. 
Oxalic acid dehydrate – New active.  Waiting for data from registrant to complete preliminary GW review. 
Porcine zona pellucida – New active.  No outdoor uses.  Use limited to injection into target pest species, 
wild horses or burros.  No groundwater review required. 
Cyantraniliprole – (carry over from last quarter) Full groundwater review completed.  All products must be 
licensed as restricted.  HAR change. 
Flupyradifurone – (Carry over from last quarter) Full groundwater review completed.  All products must be 
licensed as restricted.  HAR change.  Currently in discussions with registrant, Bayer, on other options. 
 
Endangered Species Review Requests (Section 7): 
None requested. 
Informal inquiries to FWS re: SLN HI-100004 for use of Sluggo in conservation areas and potential for impact 
on native snail populations. 
 
Chemical Analysis Laboratory (CAL): 
 
A total of 145 tests were run for 8 samples pertaining to 3 enforcement cases were finished by both GC/MS 
and LC/MS equipment. The LC/MS work of these samples was done on a Thermo orbitrap system in 
Chemical Terrorism Lab in DOH. 
 
The new Thermo obitrap focus LC-MS has arrived and the CAL remodeled to include the installation of 220v 
outlets. A UPS for the new LC/MS was purchased with final hard-wired work of this UPSs being performed 
in the lab. In October, the Thermo representative is being scheduled to install the new LC/MS and this 
system is expected to be up and running by the end of October. 
 
Education/Certification:  
Applicator Certification and Training Work plan:   

 A total of 17 statewide certification examination sessions were held.   

 One hundred fifty eight 158) examinees were tested in Private applicator or Commercial applicator 
categories.  

 Out of these examinees, 32 individuals became newly certified applicators and another 31 
individuals were re-certified in their appropriate work profession categories. 

 18 certified applicators collectively earned 67 recertification credits by taking quizzes.  

 14 CET training classes were held and attended by approximately 108 certified applicators.  These 
attendees collectively earned 220.5 recertification credits. 

 
Worker Protection Safety Program Work Plan: 

 WPS training provided to: 
o RMG Maintenance (1) 
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o Tri-Star Landscapers (3 handlers) 
o Pacific Produce (1 handler) 
 

Other trainings/technical assistance provided by Pesticide Education staff included topics on: 
 

 Proper pesticide use, label review, safety, PPE, storage, recordkeeping, heat stress, calculating use 
rates, drift, spills; pollinator protection, rules and regs. 
o Kahakai School; observe ant bait treatment (1) 
o PQ Hawaii (1) 
o BEI Hawaii (1) 
o Pacific Gateway (3)  
o Windward Community College (3) 
o Landscape Industry Council Hawaii  landscaper course (20)  
o HDOT Maui, Highways and Airports (30) 
o Whitmore Project (20) 
o GO Farm (14) 
o Pacific Produce (Maui) (1) 
o Humane Society of Kauai (1)  
 

 WPS compliance review and violations 
o OK Farms/Kau Farms Management (1) 
 

 IPM/pesticide safety/soil principles 
o Victoria Plaza (12) 
o HPCA Annual Conference ` 100 individuals 

 

 Presentation on ants in Hawaii & pesticide labels 
o Hawaii Ant Lab (3 presentations ; 50 homeowners)  
 

 Information on Amdro bait, ant bait treatments and fire ant labels. 
o DOH Vector Control Branch,  
o County Parks & Rec (3) 
o County Fire Ant Working group (1) 
o Kapu Fire Ants Co. (1) 
o Kalanianaole School (1) 
o Royal Hawaiian Orchards LP (2) 
o Homeowner (1)  

 

 Insecticides for Foreign Shipment Cucu 
o Plant Group Hawaii 
 

 Fungicides for sweet potato cuttings (2) 
 

 Soil contamination – County Parks and Rec (1) 
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Enforcement Highlights: 
Oahu: 

 A complainant in Waianae reported that meat was found in his yard.  The source of meat was not 
determined.  About 5 years ago, one of the complainant’s dog died from oxamyl poisoning.  In that 
case, no applicator was identified. 

 A resident in Waianae filed a second complaint during this quarter of smelling chemical odors 
throughout the day.  The neighborhood was canvassed but no odor source was determined.  

 A resident in Ewa Beach filed an odor complaint. His neighbor admitted to the inspector of having 
applied malathion but denied access to his premises.  The applicator said he would not apply 
malathion again. 

 
Maui/Molokai: 

 There were two urban-structural complaints that were investigated during this quarter. Both 
complaints involved government roadside crew. One of these complaints was filed by the person in 
charge of government roadside crews for Maui County.  The roadside crew sprayed vegetation in 
close proximity to a flood control ditch and vegetation growing in close proximity to the ocean. 

 A second complaint involved a spray application by road crews near a parking area adjacent to an 
elementary school.  Complainant was concerned about exposure to newly applied herbicide by 
individuals walking through the area before sprays could dry.  Investigation in ongoing.  
 

Kauai:  

 One complaint was filed by a homeowner who filed a similar complaint about another landscaping 
company using too much Roundup and leaving pesticide containers unattended.   

 

 Kauai’s enforcement inspector worked with the Department of Health on an odor complaint in 
Kekaha on 09-17-15.  Stink weed (Clyome gyandra) was identified and in bloom in many fallow 
fields from Kekaha to Mana. Informed of this bloom and odor were DOH Toxicologist, Barbara 
Brooks, County of Kauai Urban Development, George Costa and Thomas Matsuda. An effort to 
coordinate members from the Joint Fact Finding Team to view these fields and smell the 
overwhelming odor created by stink weed was made.  

 

 A complaint was placed by a shop owner in Hanapepe that smelled a toxic odor at 7:00AM.  The 
gentleman claimed that the odor was from GMO fields in the upper valley area.  No corn in being 
farmed in the valley and all fields are overgrown with weeds.   

 

 A complaint was filed on 09-28-15, by the Department of Health – toxicologist, Ms. Barbara Brooks, 
regarding a field worker at Syngenta that she and the treating physician have concerns about 
regarding his activities at work and at home.  The worker has agreed to meet with the Kauai 
Inspector on 10/05/15. 

 
Hawaii Island: 

 Former Mayor, Mr. Harry Kim called DOA on behalf of a complainant in Hilo.  The complaint had 
informed Kim of dead and dying ducks around Wailoa Pond in Hilo, Hawaii.  A staff member of the 
DLNR was contacted and agreed to meet with the pesticides inspector at Wailoa Pond. Twelve (12) 
dead/dying ducks were found along Wailoa Pond of which two sick ducks were sent to a local 
veterinarian and 2 dead ducks were sent to the U.S.G.S to be sampled for Avian Botulism.  The  
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U.S.G.S confirmed that Avian Botulism killed the ducks.  No pesticides had been recently applied at 
Wailoa Pond.  

 

 A Honokaa resident called DOA regarding dead grass he found within his cow pasture.  The 
complainant, stated that a small patch of dead grass was found within his pasture that is adjacent 
to a cellular tower on his land. Complainant also stated that numerous service/maintenance 
vehicles have been on site recently and is concerned that they may have spilled something.  
Complainant was informed by the management company that the brown grass was caused by 
“Roundup” applied to the fence line surrounding the cell tower only.   Applicator stated that he did 
not spill Roundup and he did not spray the area the complainant was concerned about.  Awaiting 
lab test results. 

  

 An E-mail was received from Ms. Mary Grisier, EPA Region 9.  The e-mail contained a tip from the 
National Tips Database regarding the use of potassium chlorate around longan trees in Kurtistown, 
Hawaii to induce flowering in.  The owner of Plant it Hawaii was inspected and said that potassium 
chlorate is used as a potassium fertilizer. 

 

 Mr. Dean Higuchi, from US EPA, Region 9 Press Officer/Public Affairs, Hawaii Office, forwarded an 
e-mail complaint. A Naalehu resident observed her next door neighbor applying “Roundup” to a 
fence line that separates their properties.  The complainant stated that overspray from the 
application came onto her property.  Foliage samples were obtained from complainant’s property.  
Complainant’s neighbor, acknowledged the use of a “Roundup product” to his fence line and 
informed the pesticide inspector that a “Court Order” would be needed in order to meet with him.   
Awaiting sample results.   
 

 A Kailua - Kona coffee farm manager reported the sale of an unregistered pesticide being sold for 
use on coffee.  This farm manager said that his new boss, owner of Queen Coffee, had purchased 
this unregistered pesticide from an individual who is a certified applicator and Licensed RUP Dealer 
in Kailua-Kona.  DOA has known that this individual is producing Beauveria fungus for coffee borer 
control for use on his own farm.   Investigation is ongoing.  

 

 A Hilo resident called DOA regarding an odor from her next door neighbor’s dog kennel.  The 
complainant felt sick after her next door neighbor had sprayed a chemical and washed down their 
dog kennels. Complainant’s neighbor stated that only water was used to wash the kennels, no 
pesticide applied.  No pesticides were found in storage.  Complainant said there are non-pesticide 
issues with this neighbor.   

 

 A Hilo resident complained to DOA regarding misuse of pesticides at a plant nursery that he works 
at in Hilo and that he had symptoms of pesticide poisoning. Two of his co-workers also filed 
complaints and have since quit working at the nursery.  Workers stated they were not trained in 
WPS, did not receive label required PPE and other safety concerns.  Inspector Ann Kam will assist 
with this investigation.  

 

 A Kailua-Kona resident called with concerns about pesticide drift into the yard of the residence that 
he is renting.  The next door neighbor was observed spraying weeds on a rock wall that separates 
their properties.   The complainant observed drift into his yard and took photos of the application 
and applicator showing that shorts and short-sleeved shirt were worn while spraying.   A foliage  
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sample was obtained.  The next door neighbor was informed of the complaint, and stated, “I 
sprayed Kleenup and I know I can use it.”  The applicator refused to allow the inspector to review 
the label with her and later called supervisor EHS IV Ann Kam to complain about the inspector 
being on the property. 

 
   


